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Study of Changli-Town Dialect’s Citation Tones
CAO Mengxue

Abstract This study examined the tonal categories and tonal features of Changli-town dialect
based on analyses from both the paper-based and audio-based investigations. The results show that
Changli-town dialect has four citation tones, which are Yinping 41, Yangping 243, Shangsheng
213 and Qusheng 453. All of those are curve tones, where Yinping and Qusheng are single-arch
(i.e. convex-arch) tones with shorter duration, and Yangping and Shangsheng are double-arch (i.e.
concave-convex-arch) tones with longer duration. The research also reveals that, the tonal
categorization and tonal features of ancient-fully-voiced Shangsheng and ancient-voiced Qusheng
characters are now experiencing an unstable period. The analyzed results prove that those
characters should be categorized as the Yangping tonal category, and their concurrent
pronunciation, the 453 tone, should be judged as a paralleled tonal representation, which belongs
to the cross-tone phenomenon at character level.

Key words Hebei dialect, Changli-town dialect, Citation tone, Phonetic analysis
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