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A Study on Spiranization of the Middle Chinese Voiced Affricatives
——The Competing change between Spiaranizaiton and Devoicing

Abstract The spiranization of affricatives refers to the process that the Middle Chinese

affricates change into the same or similar parts fricatives. There are two types of fricatives
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originated from affricatives------- voiced fricatives and voiceless fricatives, the latter are devoiced
from the former. The spiranization of affricatives is an important representation of the Middle
Chinese voiced initials evolution, widely distributed in the Chinese dialects. This paper also
proposed that the spiranization of affricatives is a diffusion change which both the lexicon and
phones change successively. The competing change between spiranization and devoicing is the
most important caution of the residue of affricatives evolvement.

Key words Voiced affricative, fricative, spiranization, devoicing
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