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An Evidence-based Approach to Sound Change:

Towards New Descriptivism

HU Fang

Abstract Historical linguistics is the first discipline in modern language sciences,
adopting the comparative method. When sound a is observed in Language A, sound b in
Language B, and so on, these data would be checked for correspondence. Sound
correspondence assumes a genetic relation between languages and explains how sound a in
Language A, sound b in Language B, etc. developed from a reconstructed sound x in a
common ancestor language. Power of explanation and naturalness of sound change are
essential criteria to evaluate the reconstruction of sound x. A hybrid sound ab has to be
coined for the ancestor language to explain the development of sounds a and b in sister
languages, when there is no solution for a natural sound change.

The development of the r-initial in Middle Chinese is such a case. The r-initial in
Middle Chinese corresponds to a voiced fricative or an approximant in Mandarin dialects,
while to a nasal in some southern dialects such as Wu, Min and Hakka as well as in
loanwords in Japanese and Vietnamese. Bernhard Karlgren ( 1915-1926) failed to explain
how *1n changed to z or vice versa. So he reconstructed a hybrid *nz, which is highly
marked, since consonant clusters were not legitimate in the phonology of Middle Chinese.
Based on aerodynamic and acoustic evidence from Jin, Cantonese, Hakka, and Min
dialects, this paper describes post-oralization of nasal initials. Fine-grained phonetic
details revealed the process of a natural sound change, and highlighted the opaque part of
historical phonology in Middle Chinese.
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1. 5]i¢

18-19 4l & SRk 1y 2 i & 27 22 — Dt AR = A BT 118 &
AR, HAZOR R R, WL, P S e e o b s AR
o PSR S B AL GE TR SR — U A, ARG SO O T s SOk
A SR, SR A AR o A OGRS (U R ) R E
PSR Re i AR FTOR, JCHRIGRIES . HIEZER e, S48
WEZERRECR, SEmAa PR g R s, D s R i R R
Feo SRR TR Z AT SOMIC CHIRI BRI ) i3RI 0 i 5 2 AR R OC &R
XSS F AR s E SR A XS S 0 W2t A W8 3 1938 & I8 X ay A
PE, ANATRER iR S Z A A i, P, L RB DI 261 = 2 [F] I8
i, A—IEERE S, DS EGE F S I AT AR AAHTE = TR R
ASNIEAAESS, P DR A S R, B A KA E R,

Iy st EBOEAR G e 3 AR AT IR HERE, J&—FhHE R 94 S 0] RO BIF 5278
3 (generalization-based approach) , MLAVRIEN T, 7E—LLifF L] a &,
TE5 —SEil P E] b i, MRIGHE ., MR, ROX SeIE F Z AR R G
Z, JFHINEX RAFEERETNNRR, B4, EINRYILFEHEE2HE A
MERE: 1)a&; 2)b#&; 3)c s 4)abH, HiP, o F5a, b HARMCH,
REREMFREIN ¢ 2 a, b B YA, 7S5 5 22 B9 B AW S0 3 i A1 Y L
B, MERAH AT = AT AR PR AR . IRAT S AR E MR A R, AR
B =TT REPER A, B4, HAEMRIH 4) Mrlag, RIVEHH] ab HHEFIE
I, ab P& b Jy a, 7 a b, FTLUES], XRHERUERE A BB, (H
B —FPREIECAY (ad hoe) MR, WICYEHRERTE PR IE A HEE

Tl DO HARE” A AR I E R XA R — 1, Pl B R E N RIE
SR — i 5 BT ¥ (approximant) , {HEERTEAR)Z | WEH S ST
TE LIS T, EEAAEE AT RR . LR n o ¥ 22
PR & RO, S ARDOR H B * nz (Karlgren 1915-1926) , Bl BT 42
FIRYES 4) P2 ATRENE . TEIHNHEI S m i PF 7 X rh, IXORAF G 8 B
— e, (HRAMIRIK, FEVESIAT il DURME— W A, X2l b
Bty DUE R MU

AR SCKE B ARG AS BT E% A RS 46 (post-oralization of nasal ) 3 28 YT
RZT, WRGER AT, Bl WEITE NSRS
UEHE, DASE T SR EYE A5 A0 s S e DX —H A, IR E N
TRRIR TS . E AN R | JrE . BOROTE SN RN TR
VERT, DT 158 BH S04l ) 14 g S0 8 WP ARt P B e 1) 1) TR Sy, o)
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WS BRI AL

B G DS A BE—DGE RS, mH, X H A
)7 (Chan 1987) . BADGES —ME X — B4 1Y (Karlgren 1915-1926) ,
FEMLET A 8 AN ILPE T F, A S A E A SEEY, Wi sok, FH
(Afvr) . MEHEMWA["b "d °g], KESHML(SERIERN—F5) A
["g]. kG —. WIMEL(1993) i — 48, 7TE—2ILvir 5, UHEEH
WX ORI SEHL, BR T A% S 2, A BEEE . B I01E (Chao
1948, 1951) W BRI TR ZE RS S, il Tl & il —7 BB 5
B REAEBRBE A B A 5 ZE AR S, BRI T DIARE S [ m® n' po ], S E A%
T pg s TR SR A B A B S A — AR (Karlgren 1915-1926) |
BHE(1930) |, AR (1996) N A pEIETEE[b | 9], BE L R iRE
ud, EITE[b 1 g AT EXG0ew 1 8w, HEIRRLIw, Ak, #[F&k
Tung(1959) . ERYEAF(1960) . TKHR>4(1983) NN HEHI[b 1 g ] A &
TWENER, a5 R TV S, e e b b S
B EE NZRS EE NZ WA, RE2EH SRR, XREIE
LEEE

4353 (Chan 1980; Chan and Ren 1987) FYRXFHTIL  JFF i) B4
177 2R S A ge, JFE N LI585 Malagasy 162 5 WIHdE 11 . FHF
MIEMEFESE [ m" n' 9° 5 Malagasy WY SIEZEE [ "b "d "gfEIE & LA
[, Ak, Maddieson Fl Ladefoged (1993) 55 Ladefoged HI Maddieson ( 1996
127) X IR AGE, KA BRI SE 075 # A BT AR R R A i h il 5 0
E AT BT DGR o 57 (2005) 4307 1 JEHCAR (1996 ) H i 5 & A Bk —— —
PEAEE MR, RIAEREBEOT, EITM[b 1 g] ks FJ&["b "d
"9, Hu(2007)#F—H 4 THEIGERMDUE &, S LEEE . Wl e
WL RGBSR, PIL—a R EAESE, S5, iR, BiE . BZOET
(R AL 835 AR S5 BR AR 3RS T 135 (orality ), BN HRRHL I A 02 22
o, BrEEEEY, AOFHCEmaiEE, 25 7T o RER K X ED
B, IR A 7 RS A AR R T, T A Ak A Y
W1, S5 S DI BRBL & 5 BT A X A —— A5 2E 535 [m® n' p0 ] 5 &
FEH["b "d gl Sy, ARSCAEITS S T el B R E AR ]

DUE T &G DA & A B 38R AN 5 58 S 7 B e X N 7R
B EIEE TS, e PR 58l R A R T EAMME . B E AR
SELTE I TS AT, A A R O A BT A, AR RS
KESEET FH, BENEENS S EE s S 7eEE 0T E N —MEH
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AR Rad, WA S AR SRRSO, ted, FEE RSk O
["bak ] “ K" 5 [mak ] “H”; EHEHXKSFEFFH, [nap] “H” 5
[nlap]“F",
2. iRt 5HE

AL A HT T DO 7 & X R 7R 2 52 S Jr2apbet . Lo i i b et e
NEFE, —HEH T 30 ANEA ST EE AR EM R, JRE]Z R
LIS B 1Y 19 B 28 & & Al T2 S ah Ji2gphl . B0 XSl T
Tl X 6 6 & B AN ZS S B 2R, R R i s T b X 6 &
NHIZES 2R, BRESERT 1 R B RF A o, Z3d
X A 1 R & ANBRE R ARG, JBEENE, FFEAERETRENS,
B T P AR Z A8, ARSCHAT T DUE S R RS AR,
CAERTIEERY) (MRARSE 1998) . (EITIEERT) (KA 1996) . Gkl & #4)
GiiFA: 1997) | (@R ERY) (@4, BRIl 1999) .

IR R A RSO B 1) B — 5 5 DX ) 14 G 48 A 17 d
e B (AL B R, AR DR B e B ) SR O 2ET | S
FokEE R, MEER S R T A o, RSN RN, &5,
WS S T 51 AR, i pE s A T 62 ANk, EK TS A
T 66 NMATE], BTSSR E Z A, A SUAH A Scicon [y PCquirer sgifil 25 S 3)
JIRPRE, BT & B NS T 0 S, XA IE R R AR T
PR SRS . ASCRTHeRE TR, e EE =, AT
A 3 ANAERFEA,

3. MIRERGITE: EAUEERETR

MBGE T H BIMBE, SRR E A AR 5 120085 10 15 Pl % 1
EEEE RS, A, NEFFEORERAR, Lo sGE b &
A, BEFHEEEREARE, MENE ST S P REAE, B
s HE—A N EH, SEEATIE I, S5 0E Dk 28 E T i
AR, BT R4 SRS SE 5 RZAR, Wi4KREDEN
AR A SRR, ASSCRA T B TS 87 AE)S DAk B AR 1A
FHIX, REEANF XESARS, DA PIL—H O EE T S54 34
FIBRFH S B[ m® n' ], WA ITHE (Chao 1948) Tt iy 2E 501, [
MG T E RG24, S 3 A BEZES AR "d °g], Wil
DX 119 o) g 5 DS A AE S A AR, 0 — A e [ 2] o VS iE S H 4k
B RHRER, BT SRR —BONUE ., G, 0 =00 5 28 S
[m" n' o] 240, P8, SOK, IS, WA E LXK, B e ER LW
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WFEZHFEEETHM [0t nt '], MH, SUKESA—ADJE#ERE 0]
(Hu 2007), M, F#EEA R T BEE, Ko H AR & 5 AR
ANE, FeMRE AN (Karlgren 1915-1926) , HHEE T kRIS 25, K,
T R R BT R A B R 2 I fE AR, R KR A T
a, WA EIN S Ak E A HBRF R 2EM, miH, H8ZE—8H AW
J&s . TR . RIS AN RO S A A R E T, H RS AR
TR EEAiE R, S8 Mo s sy . £ B A iR R 5
() HAth B % PR R Dy e DAk A, B, AUk HBEEdC T S R i R R
HASEE NS, BT HEHERIESGR)Z g, MNOZREZ 8L
MR Y, 8T EAZ S A, AR ARG R E A,

Ktz K sh 12 p RS 2 B a iy, JATEB, DOET & g b
MJE HALE AR, JFIRR I il 5 A R s B R 2RI 1 2825 T
AW AR LV Dbl o i B T AR AL T AR 1 R B
B, SR HAEBRBHAL RS T 0 &, WaUR U, RN RS T R
FIRRRE, FIE R B B IS A AN Z 52, R, BRI, XS B 7R RS
K FTBRBE A B . WRBRBECA 2E T, RIS 253, WARBRL MY, E)E
R, WS, TREITTS, SIS, TR s 2 i
BrBe, K AEEOITTENREL, SR 1 HE AL — 2 ] A & 48 28 ¢ 8 4
MERBH B 0 — 85 S22 M, S P R S e R MBRBH B ek 1
PE YRR, S S R R AR A A T

K1 BoR T RS S 5 855 A fE g B ) 7 & 1la RSB FE A 5
B mPu]“ K™, E b 2B EIL TS "bi] K7, BRI 2R R s T
PP DEERAE (Y 1a) . RIEI A DA . S0, PR ANER T IRH
H eI,

- La 11
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FIBRFH S [ m"u ] S8 % [ "bi BRI . DEEAE (Y 1a) |

ARUEPIY VL S, ABTR] A 9 S 3 ]

I Ta B AR ITIE IR L Bos S B0 rT AR 2, 7EFiE

7 [m" ] HFF

BHETBE, S Ui — ELAFZE B i BREH AR A SR AT EEES, AAIET 1b AUl a]
PAIMRZER], sk 5 & [ b ] AR RN BT LAY A B 4), S RAFTE T T
RISy, 25 —B K E R R AR, SR TSR g F R

B2 B4 T IR E IS s e el A e

T B[R4 -

S R S

FrBHEB 4> (nasal part) . ZEFFFBHERS> (closure) | #JHF (rhyme) . SR AL
TN A AR Ay BRI (= AP) , JRAE BRI 2 Hes T H —
["b "d "g]HYREAKLI A 46, 8, 41; Hrlr, I (coronal) HAT 8 FEA
HRlnd], P HABREARR S i (1],

o s
"

ng

0% 20% 40%

187
LR d
265 [ d
i
247
60% 80% 100%

B2 1R

T e FE T REE T B R 454

I T gk ERASTE, © %m%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%g(nawhty) ;G

DG, £1BaATE K EISPRERETS

[m"n' n® BT K 5858,

K2 Won THBMIEEIEZET ["b "d "g] BRFRHER RN 58 E B KPRy
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SD JEAnifEZE, nAEAER, Hob, EIEMMREE TR SOK, Y. Y
Huf 6 & & AN (Hu 2007) . BATHMWISHORM & 85 5, g kadBmn
BHC(ZFD), FAET, BB AR B . HRk, T[] - 1
B (ZTHERD) R AL B g, R 1, 2 thryBdE S a5 2 B AR
HARFEIE, Bk, WESRAE R T UR B, CBRBH S b S
M E R, B, SRR I S I R B L B i SRR B .
89 & 99 =, AT 74 £ 80 ZFP . NP EIE T 73 £ 94 =, HEIET
42 £ 53 2, Hik, S5EEBEHL, S S B 8 B i B 2/ ME
Z . Bifdh 160 & 227 ZFHFP | FEET 352 & 512 2T R LT EIE T
222 % 286 gD, METE T 52 2 57 2T,

Bz ERE o 75535

YAE SD n YAE SD n YA SD n
B K 99 28 78 23 73 23

b — 141 21 87
(') e a0 | 53 402 | 134 22 | 155
i ¥ 89 30 74 21 94 30

[n'] fk 117 9 9
BEE | 227 | 91 512 | 149 286 | 160
EEES 91 34 80 21 91 26

9 100 12 87
R BEE | 190 | 87 352 | 84 268 | 166

F1OB K EERELEFRm" ' p® ] MRS

1A SD n
B 42 13
n o~ 46
["b] HEE 57 27
Bt K 42 6
L] & 52 16 s
J7 B /X
B K 53 16
v ma— 41
9] Py 56 %)

T2 W E REIEE A" "d g S SRR A G e

DUETT & P A G A R IS DA E AE T DU 5 N AR R A . S iy S 2
JUH M E A T8, 24 1 ) Ay e 2 i e B 8 AR LB B,
FALE 2 RIS R R . ik, J5 S 22 W2 BN AL 2 N R B2
P O SR H SO H N AE AR e AN AR S i R
AL N R 4 il A —— @ IR AR X TP b X a5, 1%
BB ERU A R R, B AR S A il A B ARSI S, AT A
PR A TR AL R, i i A . 2 A
S5 0T RABURA TG A7 D5 it i HL, Bl s R T A
RGO, i, BUCT 5 M R 5 AR AR R WA, 8t
HARUL, PR E AR S Eg T, RN, mH, HE—HXk
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A, SRR, ARTSCRIHE R RATAE R, DURTT S e DAEE AR R
(1, AR

W2, HEFWERE AL 18 WAL 2 SN R AR i, 27 A AT AR i e 2R
We? MASSCRIRPRLIES , Ab T8 A2 AR B Bei 75 = IR BN E miH., [H
—IEZH, ARPERBSAIAR, ZVRE, E8FI75 . I EiRE
AFEAARYNTTE S, 5 LS AR B T, SRR DERELIE R, A&
M, P E R R IE AR T H — RA — R R (0], fE—SLiER
RIS AR, XA — DR EREWIERNA, SFEECR%ERTA, AT
PR FA i e BARSRPE R h 7 5 0 BDR UL WX AN TR, 3% 3 G T e &
WPETESOK, Vg, R, R, BB el ZEAEET M1 A RE A
HBRBHS o 128 S i O (R P B9 38 2 8 N3 IS SCHR S M, F 2o, 24
KEHENUHE T s, TR,

%A 1, R e _— f‘;@ : g B
m m | n/n*| n/n | B 0 n z D D
LK Fl 18 6 13 5 11 4 21 0 15 3
LK F2 4 20 15 0 15 3 21 0 15 0
LK M1 15 9 18 0 25 2 2 7 15 0
XK M2 3 21 12 12 8 10 12 0 8 7
FiEF 24 0 1 17 1 17 - - 15 0
FiE M 12 12 30 0 27 0 - - 15 0
R F 6 9 18 0 2 16 - - 12 0
Z2EM 9 15 14 10 24 0 - - 12 0
AW F 0 24 4 14 26 10 9 0 12 0
HrAt F 13 11 23 4 24 3 - - 12 0
ERM 6 18 18 3 24 3 - - 12 0
&% 43% 57% 72% 28% | 73% | 27% | 90% | 10% | 93% 7%

F 3 IPEEE PR AR & 7

WX T F R R R E, THEFEEWREKR L, A, &
Wbl UL P, iR, P SERETSEIE &, NE3TUE
B, RS SEESA S G AR, RHEAS &, THTE 11 AN REANE
TR BRRREARL BN R 2L [m" ], 57% ARSI E 8 55 [m]
IR N RS 2@ R [ m] S R b R A 7 i
BLRY, 93%WIREARSIBUNG 2R G [0°], A 1% MHEEALB 0], FHEE
AbFrE], 72-73%MFEAR SR 5 FE S

ARERE, BRRREEEXR, FEAENRRGFER T TN,
KA EAITED S BRI AR, ERANPTRAEEAE D S, RAS0KkS
LPIHAL 5 kB AAREERE . H, 4 &8 &E N ITA ARS8 N
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(0], BORRAEAS, JA 1 APFENBEL S A M2 KBS, 9 MEAH,
2AMEARSII A (0], TR N [ 2], W2, FEAEERNES,
MASEAE R & (0], M SOKS 2000 5 1 B3 R Tl HAE, tuglh2
Ut, FROTDREREIM 0] 5[ 2] M3 BT PRy B REEAE T 76 5
A — L T BRI T A5 T I s

i, JAVES, FEIFEIEREMZ T, AT H20 e e85 Db s
AR, Hoh, J5 A EAR & AR, Jo 2RS¥ 228 ] 53 1 L ) i
B (HAE, BRI AR MG R B e i), 90k AR R
—ANOT A W R, AR RS 2], X WA MU T,
LSRN RR A — b BRI S, WAl B kA H AR A S
AR R BRI A

BETOREA T B 5 LS AR IR, R 4 R, SaE RS &
BACHRE, TE SAHN Y DR R AR Rl R A, RO R R
E LB JE AR B, 82% MRS & SE I B 26 [ Pg ] o Aid, BUS ¥ B4
HG, TN%EM PGS ["b], TR B, JG 7%5HN["d]; 1w
H, 6 fik&E Ah, A 4 (L&A IR R E 1], R EER
S, WD I O T SR RO IR Tl B BE, i, 679% 9N Sor i
["z], 33%E Rl S [ 2] .

PN PEY=S 4 E7 i

"b b "d 1 "z z ’g g
ahsk M1 5 7 0 18 16 2 6 3
bk M2 12 0 6 12 18 9 0
BiEM 3 9 0 18 8 10 4 5
M 11 1 2 16 12 6 8 1
w0 M1 11 1 0 18 3 15 6 0
#AN M2 9 3 0 18 15 3 9 0
i 71% 29% 7% 93% 67% 33% 82% 18%

K4 TR I S A

P, o SEEE A SRS, Jn AR SR AR R R A R Y,
Je ARG ) 7 AN R A AR S IR T S TR 1) A ) 10 2l 5 T8 7
e, Wil Sl FUR R A A S A O, R TR R
P, AEAONEERARE X, Hik, HEE eS8 04 &EBiF s
%, HEFICEWIERX AW, AT 5 A AR Y S 5 P R AT e 0 4%
AR, HIBRFEFHEI G, ZREE s, A, WBUAMMRE, BARTE LAK
BT, AFREEFBANEREB SRR A SRR INES, (B2, WAHE
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AR A AL AR AN R A 0 e | TR A [ 4 A
4. &g

AR SR T IO B AR AR BOE DU S e R R TR AR R 2
P75 BRI S RN R, R DS A e A M SRR AN ]
WD . PR TR DS AR R, S R LU R RR LA 3R AR 1
P, FRPHBGA AR R B MR IR AL TG DL 2R e ], Db DS A B
FHAR I REB B & R, R, 2Kl Ji2e iRt s ) E A SR, B
PRI DAL S A ZIE S N R L, WziE s oS E R, 7E 3L
W, BUBOT E RS T, AP E AR RIS s A R AR LR R
FES AR I B (B, AT EARI NS D E RS L
e ] 48 7 i —25 0 As . Hoh ) e B R B s g S, Tt
FEW PG R AL T AR L, IR TE 0 ) R i AT AR, RIS AR
A S A il | U )2 1 4885 ) D AR, X (R AR SO £ B ——1E S0
W A h gl B R

ety FRRE AR (R s P T AR B 5 (E, = AR (Karlgren 1915-1926)
WG T B R, KA DUESE IR 7w A R, R AR — A
T~ AR 0 52 25 * nze DI ELFRATT AT LAV ObF b Ak 25 31 D7 50 LA ik 38 T A 40
P2 IR, ASCA,, HEAEP T DOE P E—HE-RE S s *n, 5
Zo ML S LA AR TR] AR ST [0 [ bk oA )2 AU S B R DA
ptE, TR S S A IR B AT, FSE TR 5 i ) 2K
WIES B G A AR DR R AE s 12— W HARE AR, iy H
R R -GS S A R R e S AR . AR, A RAE NI
WG — AL T B R R, SR R R LA kA O
EFAREATTAL, (B, MWARSCHRTE R &35 G i Ak A, 2=/l LU
Py H R R BR S S B SE e e Oy R e TR R AR, R AR
FRULI A0S A8 . MoK, T TPy BRI )T 7 & X — S s
ARSI SRR, T Bt — 2 AR S AR S SE IS, A I T S
W, A SCEABRTYGUE | AT UEOh (04 S G098 T 1) ) 1 st AR o, AR S 3R]
JIT AT RO B S B G — R (B EAE 2018)
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