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semantic shifts, the literal meaning of certain verb phrases may be weakened or even dropped, expressing only
the cause or the effect; Some may also keep the literal meaning, namely, with the connotation of both the
cause and the effect preserved. The major precondition of such semantic shift lies in the causal inference in
language processing. The semantic potential of causal shift expressed by the verb phrase is also a prerequisite.
The stronger a causal relation is implied, the more likely a semantic shift would occur. Being more vivid and
implicit in expression, the shift of causal implication in the interpretation of verb phrases can be realized
mainly by causal inference and more specifically via ellipsis.

Keywords: causal implication, causal inference, causal potential, major precondition, minor precondition

CHEN Lianjun, Diachronic change on the expression of WHOLE-PART relation in Chinese lexical
structures

This paper discusses on the question of how the relation between WHOLE and PART can be expressed in
lexical structures during the history of Chinese language. Diachronic investigation shows that atomic structures
are predominant before the Tang Dynasty whereas complex structures are more common after the Tang Dynasty.
There are mainly three types of complex structures: [ WHOLE +PART, ., ], [ WHOLE +PART, . ] and
[WHOLE+PART,,, ]. Diachronic changes on the relation between form and meaning are also noticed. From
syntagmatic to paradigmatic, complex structures were initially combined according to grammatical rules, which
then gave rise to more abstract WHOLE-PART schemes and became the basis of further generated compounds.
The research indicates that such a theory can better explain the evolution of multi-word expressions of specific
semantic relations. Hence, more attention should be paid to the role of construction scheme in the diachronic
evolution of Chinese lexicons.

Keywords: WHOLE-PART relation, lexical construction, word formation scheme, multi-word expression

ZHANG Xiusong, The multifunction and pragmaticalization of keshi (NP) shuode ( (NP) ) as
a pragmatic marker in Ming and Qing Chinese

The phrase keshi (NP) shuode ( (NP) ) is commonly found before quotations or indirect speech in
Ming and Qing Chinese. Based on the synchronic description of its form, structure, meaning and function, this
paper traces its diachronic change and suggests that: When NP is a second-person pronoun, keshi (NP) shuode
is more likely to derive into keshi shuode expressing recognition; When NP is a first-person pronoun, the
phrase tends to become a pragmatic marker expressing “as is expected”. Such evolution from quotation/indirect
speech marker to pragmatic marker of recognition is commonly attested in Chinese, Japanese and English as a
change of semantic field, along with the functional change from expressing a specific meaning to the assistance
of interpersonal communication.

Keywords: keshi (NP) shuode ( (NP) ), quotation marker, marker of recognition, pragmaticalization

HU Fang, Speech unit and the complexity of vowels

This paper explores vowel complexity by examining vowel production in Chinese dialects and Mandarin
child speech. Acoustic analyses on Chinese dialects show that falling diphthong is different from rising
diphthong. The former has a dynamic spectral target while the latter contains two spectral targets. Hence, a

falling diphthong is a dynamic vowel whereas a rising diphthong is a sequence of two vowels. Besides, the
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gradient centering diphthongization in Hui dialects suggests that there is no dichotomy but a continuum between
monophthongs and diphthongs. Furthermore, statistics from Mandarin child speech reveal that in addition to
vowel height and backness, vowel dynamics is another important feature in the early development of Mandarin
vowels, which also supports the dynamic theory of vowel production.

Keywords: speech unit, monophthong, complex vowel, diphthongization, the dynamic theory of vowel production

HEI Weiqgiang and YANG Qingqing, The influence of Mongolian on Yuan and Ming written contracts:
The source of zhe ( ) in li ci wei zhao zhe ( )

The expression “this (contract) is hereby made as a proof” is commonly found in ancient Chinese written
contracts. During the Yuan Dynasty, it changed into li ci wei zhao zhe ( ) /li ci wei yong zhe (

) with an extra zhe () which had remained in use until the Wanli era of the Ming Dynasty. In
Fujian, such an expression was even used during the Qing Dynasty. Based on the historical background, the
use of zhe for indicative mood in phrases like li c¢i wei zhao zhe is supposed to be an outcome of language
contact with Mongolian during the Yuan Dynasty and was later adopted in the Ming dynasty. It indicates a
strong influence of Mongolian during the Yuan Dynasty. Since mid-Ming Dynasty, such a use of zhe in written
contracts gradually declined which indicates the return of traditional Chinese standards and implies its foreign
origin. In the midst of language contact, it was the functional and syntactic similarities between zhe and its
Mongolian counterpart that led to the occurrence of zhe expressing indicative mood.

Keywords: written contracts of the Yuan and Ming dynasties, conventional sentence, zhe ( ), language

contact, comparative study

CHENG Rong, Xinhua Dictionary and the standardization of Chinese language

As a highly valuable source, the collection of all editions of Xinhua Dictionary can be a record of the
development of Chinese linguistic studies since it preserves information of Chinese language and culture in
various aspects such as philology, lexicology and phonetics. By studying all the versions of Xinhua Dictionary
published through 70 years, this paper discusses the relation between Xinhua Dictionary and the standardization
of Chinese language. Based on academic researches, Xinhua Dictionary represents the creation of a new form of
Chinese dictionary, reflects the standards of spoken and written Chinese, and plays a significant role in the
promotion of Simplified Chinese, Putonghua and Pinyin. It has contributed significantly to the standardization of
Chinese language and is enlightening for the studies of Chinese philology, lexicography and the standardization
of Chinese language.

Keywords: Xinhua Dictionary, collection of all editions, Chinese language and writing, standards

WANG Nan, New entries and interpretations in the 12th edition of Xinhua Dictionary

Considering the size and the orientation of readers, mainly primary and secondary school students, the
editors adds new entries and interpretations to the 12th edition of Xinhua Dictionary based on the principles of
universality, standardization, user-riendliness in search and reference, and promotion of positive values. This
paper discusses a bunch of examples representative of new features of the 12th edition with the aim to manifest
the innovation and improvement of the new edition.

Keywords: Xinhua Dictionary (12th edition) , new meaning, new entry, mode of interpretation
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