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A Study of Chinese Word Stress

YIN Zhigang

Abstract Whether there is phonological word stress in Chinese has been a controversial issue for
a long time. This paper takes on this issue and proposes two phonological standards for judging the
word stress. Based on perceptual experiments and data analysis, the order of acoustic factors and
linguistic factors that affect the perception of stress levels is arranged. Among linguistic factors,
prosodic position and tones are the two most important influencing factors. The experimental
results show that (1) in term of the prosodic position, prosodic words showing the trend of the left-
heavy (or front-heavy) pattern is only statistically relevant in phonetics, and it does not form a
phonological rule; (2) fones are closely related to word stress, and they meet two phonological
standards, which can form the phonological rules of the word stress: toned syllables form the heavy
syllables, and atonal (neutral tone) syllables form the light syllables. Finally, the article discusses
the role of stress, as well as the difference between Chinese word stress and English word stress.

Key words word stress (lexical stress), light & heavy (unstressed & stressed), influencing
factors, phonological standards, tonal, atonal, neutral tone
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7%) A PG AP 2 18] Y B b ) 22 S
FEWEK, ZRMBE T 10454 L, RRA
AR IR R BE RIS E, FFEARSC 2.2 %8
IrE AR AR

LRa AL, A R (o)
AR CHR) PSR Z A XL

A DA 2 LT 2 R AR e, BT
PAIA A3 58 TR VR I 1 DUE I R
FORERE FalliiTE el

AREFRPENHRES, MEE
W (BUERE) SRR,

PR Ry 308 36 PR R S T R T
BHAF-, s, emmpuzk, FrbAA 35 R X
PR TRV A B R P R R GE % BRI T DA
= 8K,

& 8 PURRETSHEMNXAR

TE 2 2R
(FRFZM)
EiN=s HIFET 31
kg
b
K
iy, JoHE Uy
53X H R
5.3.1. 24 RN

MCA_E 23 A1 AT DA S B RS 1 2 50l ——
Hogters, X HIRrDGE R T e E
PEVERT . s AL T ER U

PATE— 2o P T B e I
HOISFISHE I TR . B BANKA
SFRH, HR AR G AR R
F—— R RS AL S A AR,
iy, T S EE R E R Tl
BT . B0 T TR IR
A, PO TR P R, HR
EATH A IR E 1Y

A HAl AR Z LR AR T A
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BATCAT [S41 LR P 70 55 T AR K

NI AR B EE R . ATHIAN,

WAL, SHUREREZ AR, A
ENERBES (BRE) . FOYERERHEREA
A HOHERTAZAAME, ER2EEHE
I T A B PR 2RI (L —— i e i A

R B R AP R R A AR AR

TN, g 8 R, AR 5L
AR IAIEA A, T2 b A P
W, BT E (A

), GRS —2, B CTEi”

H .

R, X A, P DA G A 45 -
(1) BESHUCZEAERMS, Al

ENREE (B ET) T,

(2)  BAERARBAR—A B,
e—RKERNES, BT (BE)
TS,

B IR T YE R A IR B AR
NRFERAREET (0 K. e 15, T
a0, e W %) HESR—A
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“EFEF (gel ge0) 7 “SL55  (xiongl
dio) 7 . “FAil (wo3 men0) ” KT,
AN A WL, (BRI R EAR G
BB TR AEET, HABEMNE ST
(heavy syllable) 7ZF A T # % 45 (light
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5.3.2. BRI AT

B () EAMEEHI AR,

2 R AR A 3 R PR I RN
(B RARHE) L.

AERHE T, —SelF 9 & B R 1 i
RT3 L AH B A P T I I i 2 Bk
W& [24][26]. TEH M, BEETRE
AE,  H e RS R e A e
[22].

E IR g WA A T TR A () AL,

MRARL2TIIA N 75 R R AL AE W 2 8 ) 4 1)
BOAMKEZ, BAIF9]. EREBRI, A
NEFAEMNEER RO, FRFEEFL &
Fan)[4,22] % LRI, Fm R TIHS

R, R RS PR R B A A
FORIZA (B R 5 1 5 1 S AR e
T Z ) FO 2SI K. SR

FRALL, TR R Y S AT E AL,
T T 18 5 ) 2 BT HL UG

SANERELHATLRES: EEAME
25y

M BT ATRIR, A R A SO
TR A IR E R, TS
TR R IR A E R DR KRR A,
H R EIDOEME A, R R H ]
REHIAET R, A BAETSL, BrPAIX
T E R R S A I A ——
EEAT (AERETCAERET) M
ERAT AFERETHREETY) . OH
REINR 9 Fis.

# 9. PURWE A H

B ] BT

EuLEy

T | p g | R Tk
HHE

THA | KT N | 7 1%k
P

XA AR R A I S A S P
. TR EdE e, R
TEE S B ETEOARE 10%, XWERE
EWS IR, ERXT RN,
i EE A HIR K.

TEDARERFIE R, “EARA 22 A
MRS, HemEA R, L
AR S A A 431514 B [49]
. BIEYERE S MEE R (AE. AE
FFEE) , H2ERHF “HE A H
B [43]. JaE WAy TR R ES R, o
BlgdEd, pE. BRAANS (EE) [49].

FEHABE Z W, <m0 N P
BCEHRT . T HREX[30,45,52].

BAVAHK, MiBEEmE, LR
“HL L RS AR, (M
TRYAE (BWAL 22 AT R¥R
HEY |, SRR AL A BT,
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Fo, WK d A EmT QR —FES
SFEWE R MR AR R R
BT <0 1 T Y QS (| I S
“HET ) fEAREEET CET E. Al
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i, FOE CEHT M R ET | EERYZE
AR R Ry . R, AR
WD i AR, AR
AR E LAY X IR R RUE I TR 10 23
R RA (Bl B HFIE[49]) .

R 10: DUHPIE A = BEURIE A

FRYRI | EEEER ¥
HEAX | EHP B, BT
i AR, AL
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308N T AR 23 3] o
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DU F AN — A ME— 1] E 7
(2) DUiH A B AN e 1] Y 2 LR 5T
11 2 F P AT A 2 B RIS 57
LR, BEFHEAEDGE AR
SRR 2 WF M E R, (BRI E
DUEAFAET L Z AR . ADUE A E
FAER KR, PARDGEMDEE 18 5
ZREH, FATRNE R RILERER FI A
T R —Le A,

6. HE MG TE
6.1. AR FHERS Y b B FTTE

ARy, FATRE K8 ATERF T
A REAFAERY )

(1) DAMEA WA N DUE A 1 B
LERVSL T S SR SN s i VIR DB
w, HABUERE &R A RESNEEY
BEY, SCE VR E A BRI T
—RBA TG, XS T A e —
R FEA IS, BN TR RTE
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ARWFTE R 7 S e, L
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B A DU ] L S Y ) AL
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Uise, B X o E A/ (A0 below-
billow ) . & (U 3 id record- 4 iF)
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all) Z[17].

XFPUEN S, AL E S 09 /E
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WA ER RS, FrAUEN R E S RGR
Ja BT AR R T RE.
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A2 T B e T 22 S AT DA B A
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AT A, BT DA R EERRAE DA
“EEANE, KB T AE T NI
BT B ZRRE .
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PA) o BTLADGE R 23 A 3 A B iR
ERBUR AR IR, HOA B T
A PR ER LS.

HR, DUBREFEM “FH RAER
AR KRHR . T IR EIE R A B

166

PEEYIAI ), IR ERE ZTE M EH 20
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