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The Inter-language Tonal System of Ganzi Sino-Tibetan
JA Yuan', XIONG Ziyu?, LI Aijun?,
(1. English Department, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300071, China; 2. Phonetic Lab, Linguistic
Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 100732, China)

Abdgtract: The present study investigates the tonal pattern of Mandarin of 30 Ganzi Tibetan speakers through the acoustic
experiment. With respect to the distribution of the four tones, we analyze the specific pitch values of each tone as well as the
mean pitch contours, results of experiment demonstrate that toned resembles closest to the corresponding tone in Mandarin
and the tonel occupies the secondary position; as for the tone2 and tone3, they have similar tonal movement. In addition, this
study adopts three evaluating parameters. stability, independence and distinction to assess the level of Putonghua of Ganzi
speakers. Results of the test illustrate that toned deserves the best coefficient of stability and system, tonel obtains the
secondary, moreover, tone2 and tone3 have poor values of these two parameters; as for the comparison of the differences of
two tones, only tone2 and tone3 have vague distinction.

Key words: Ganzi Putonghug; tonal values; stability; independence; distinction
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