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Methodology of Evaluating Tonal System of Inter-language

XIONG Ziyu
Institute of Linguistics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract: Based on the statistical analysis of large-scale inter-language data, this study proposes four specific parameters to
access the inter-language tonal system, specifically, it contains the coefficient of independence and distinction for tona type
and the coefficient of stability and distinction for tonal values, besides that, this study further states the concrete calculating
method. The preliminary results demonstrate that these parameters can give the inter-language tonal system an objective,
quantifiable, operational evaluation which is helpful to access the tonal system of Mandarin learners and rectify the defects
and problemsin the pronunciation of the tones so as to provide the improved program for the learners.

Key words: Inter-language; tonal system; evaluation method



