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On the acoustic phonetic features of the consonants [b g I] in Xiamen dialect

Hu Fang

Institute of Linguistics, CASS

ABSTRACT:This paper is an acoustic phonetic description
of the initial consonants [B y A] in Xiamen dialect. Results
show that they are actually prenasalized stops [*p ™y “8]
respectively, rather than two plain voiced stops and a lateral
sound as transcribed in the traditional literature. Historically

these partially nasalized consonants in Xiamen, as well as in

59

some other Chinese dialects such as Cantonese, Hakka, and
Jin, are developed from the Middle Chinese plain nasal
consonants. A phonetic explanation was given to account for
the mechanisms of denasalization.
Xiamen dialect nasal

Keywords : voiced stop

prenasalized stop  post-stopped nasal denasalization
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