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ABSTRACT

In this paper pitch declination is studied based on telephone
conversation corpus. It is found that there are two trends for
the FO contour, downward trend and upward trend. For both
the top line and bottom line, eighty percent of them show

downward trend, with the bottom line showing greater
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downward trend, which is caused by final lowering. The
downward characteristic of prosodic units has demarcative
function, and the upward trend is caused by final focus as

well as lexical tone.





