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A TENTATIVE DISCUSSION ON TONES
AND RHYMESIN ANCIENT CHINESE
Zong-ji Wu

ABSTRACTS

A seria questions on ancient Chinese were raised by
the late president of CASC Q.M.Hu in 1981, such as: Why did
the speech tones classified into four; the verse and folksongs
mostly rhymed with tone 1; and in which the word-number of
the sentences historically developed from four to five or seven?
In this paper, results of experimental phonetics, theory of
distinctive features and newly discovered documents were

mentioned to give the solutions tentatively.



